Postoperative tonsillectomy/adenoidectomy hemorrhage: a retrospective chart review.
Post-operative hemorrhage is the most serious and life-threatening complication of tonsillectomy. A medical records review was conducted of patients who underwent a tonsillectomy with or without an adenoidectomy over a five year period at the New York Eye and Ear Infirmary. This quality assurance project aimed to examine the incidence, etiology, contributing factors, and management of primary vs. secondary postoperative hemorrhage at this 100-bed tertiary care facility. The findings of this retrospective review parallel those published from other centers. This paper will discuss findings and implications for otorhinolaryngology nursing practice.